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Neighbors make a final stand against
massive oil and gas drilling plan near
Aurora Reservoir

Colorado energy regulators this week are set to decide fate
of Crestone’s proposal to drill up to 166 wells

Ann Hussain looks out over a swath of undeveloped land and the Aurora Reservoir from her deck in
Aurora’s Southshore neighborhood on Thursday, July 25. Hussain and hundreds of her neighbors are
fighting an oil and gas development plan that could place up to 166 wells east of the neighborhood in
Lowry Ranch in unincorporated Arapahoe County. (Photo by Hyoung Chang/The Denver Post)
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A contentious plan to drill up to 166 oil and gas wells on the southeastern fringe of metro Denver,
near hundreds of homes and the Aurora Reservoir — a drinking water source for nearly 400,000
people — will finally land before state energy regulators this week for a key decision on its fate.

Neighbors worried about potential health and ecological impacts from the project want the
Colorado Energy and Carbon Management Commission to say no to the plan after an extensive
hearing that's set to begin Tuesday. The oil and gas producer behind it hopes to install hydraulic
fracturing operations at eight sites across Lowry Ranch in Arapahoe County over the next four

years.

“The main problem is the effect on public welfare, safety and health,” said Marsha Kamin, who
moved to Aurora’s Southshore neighborhood 18 months ago from Michigan. “We're talking about
thousands and thousands and thousands of people.”

As Colorado's population has ballooned in recent decades, especially in Denver’s northern and
eastern suburbs that overlay the mineral-rich Denver-Julesburg Basin, friction has grown between

new and expanding neighborhoods and the oil and gas operations set up nearby. Six years ago, the
evolving standoff led to an attempt by a citizen group to appreciably increase the required distance

between wells and homes through a statewide ballot initiative. Voters shot it down.

The Southshore neighborhood and the southern edge of Aurora Reservoir are seen on Thursday, July 25,
2024, in Aurora. (Photo by Hyoung Chang/The Denver Post)

Less than a year later, the legislature passed Senate Bill 19-181 and Gov. Jared Polis signed it into
law. The law prioritized public health, safety and the environment when state officials consider oil
and gas development — a profound change from the industry-focused approach Colorado had
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Kamin and her neighbors, hundreds of whom are part of the Save the Aurora Reservoir advocacy

group, are putting their hopes in Colorado's five-year-old oil and gas reform law to halt the project.
The group has been working to derail Crestone Peak Resources’ proposed fracking plan for the
better part of two years.
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“It's disheartening that an industry can have this much power over people,” Kamin said.

But Lowry Ranch opponents may face a bumpy road this week, following a recommendation by the
Energy and Carbon Management Commission’s director, Julie Murphy, that the board of
commissioners approve the comprehensive area plan for the project.

In her final determination this month, Murphy wrote that Crestone’s plan “complies with all
applicable requirements” in the ECMC's rules.
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The commission’s Tuesday hearing is scheduled to go all day, with a second meeting set for Friday if
more time is needed. A decision to deny, approve or stay the plan is expected by week’s end,
agency spokesman Chris Arend told The Denver Post.

If the overall plan wins approval, more hearings would be needed to consider individual well pads
and wells, at both the state and county levels. Though the opponents largely live nearby in Aurora,
Colorado’s third-largest city, the pads would be on state-owned land in an unincorporated part of
the county just over Aurora’s city line.

While the ECMC approved more than 800 oil and gas wells in 2022 and more than 700 last year, it

has denied applications to drill in recent years. In 2022, it said no to a plan from Kerr-McGee to drill
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In January, the commission denied permits for 18 wells at Coyote Trails near the border of Erie and

Broomfield.

Ann Hussain, who lives in Southshore with a sweeping backyard view of the Aurora Reservoir, said
she learned about Crestone’s plans only in the spring. She worries that drilling under the reservoir
could result in contaminants leaking into the body of water or into aquifers.

L

Ann Hussain, Southshore resident, poses for a portrait at her home in Aurora on Thursday, July 25, 2024.
(Photo by Hyoung Chang/The Denver Post)

She also worries about air pollution generated at the well pads, one of which would lie less than a
mile from a school. One of the eight pads, dubbed State Sunlight-Long, would be just 3,200 feet
from her back fence. Thirty-two wells are planned for Sunlight-Long.

“I can't believe you can take a community and set up an industry right outside these backyards,”
Hussain said. “How is it that this can be done so close to people’s homes?”

Plan meets more expansive county buffer

The answer to that question lies in the state’s oil and gas rules, which permit drilling outside a
2,000-foot buffer from schools and neighborhoods. Last fall, Arapahoe County
commissioners imposed even wider setbacks than what the state requires, mandating a 3,000-foot

buffer between wells and occupied structures, landfills and reservoirs — both existing and planned.

That rule-making followed an attempt by project opponents in April 2023 to get Arapahoe County to
impose a six-month halt on issuing new permits to energy companies to drill. The county

commissioners voted 3-2 to reject a moratorium.



https://www.dailycamera.com/2024/01/29/erie-broomfield-speak-against-drilling-at-coyote-trails-commission-denies-drilling-application/
https://www.arapahoeco.gov/news_detail_T13_R307.php
https://www.denverpost.com/2023/04/11/arapahoe-county-aurora-oil-gas-moratorium/
https://www.denverpost.com/2023/04/11/arapahoe-county-aurora-oil-gas-moratorium/
https://www.denverpost.com/2023/04/11/arapahoe-county-rejects-oil-gas-moratorium/

“The redundant safeguards and subsequent monitoring have shown that oil and natural gas
development can safely occur without impacting groundwater and surface water sources,” Coolidge
wrote in an email. “In fact, multiple layers of steel casing and cement underneath more than a mile
of rock separate the wellbore from our state's aquifers and surface water like the Aurora Reservoir.”

The open space next to the Southshore neighborhood, just south of Aurora Reservoir, is seen on Thursday,
July 25, 2024, in Aurora. (Photo by Hyoung Chang/The Denver Post)

Crestone plans to drill 7,500 feet below the surface before running its wells horizontally. Coolidge
said wells have “been drilled over a mile below tens of thousands of homes in the Front Range, with
no impacts.”

Crestone will implement measures to mitigate impacts at its well sites, he said, including
soundwalls, electric-powered drilling rigs, low-emission engines and low-odor mud during the
drilling phase. Oil, gas and water will travel off-site by pipe, he said, “to reduce truck traffic during
the production phase.”

Dan Haley, the president and CEO of the Colorado Oil and Gas Association, said the state’s 2019 oil
and gas law was meant to “create the most environmentally protective rules in the country ...
without banning the production of this vital resource.”

“Arapahoe County, and others, have passed regulations that exceed the state’s already stringent
protections,” he said, “and our members are meeting those high expectations and producing this
resource cleaner and better than most anywhere in the world.”

Congressman focuses on Superfund site
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The property encompasses the 480-acre Lowry Landfill, a Superfund site at the northeast corner of
Quincy Avenue and Gun Club Road, where an estimated 138 million gallons of liquid industrial

waste are buried. An underground plume of contaminated water has migrated several miles from
what is considered one of the country’s most contaminated toxic waste sites.

Environmental Protection Agency on July 15. He asked whether it had studied the potential for
extractive seismic activity at the landfill and how that might impact “the safety of the Aurora

Reservoir Dam and the reservoir itself.”

The Democratic congressman asked how the agency could “be certain the drilling will not cause
fractures and instability that threaten the mitigation strategies EPA has in place at (the landfill).” He
also inquired if the agency has considered expanding the boundaries of the Superfund site to
include the underground plume.

Coolidge, from Civitas, said the company this year agreed not to drill underneath the Lowry Landfill.

“On claims around seismicity, there has been no reportable seismic activity caused by hydraulic
fracturing in Colorado,” he wrote.

But Mike Foote, an environmental attorney representing Save the Aurora Reservoir — and a prime
sponsor of SB19-181 when he was a state senator — said “drilling can cause earthquakes.”

The United States Geological Service says that while most induced earthquakes are not directly the

result of fracking, they can be triggered by the “disposal of waste fluids that are a byproduct of oil
production.”

“You don't want to cause earthquakes, and Crestone hasn’t studied or addressed the issue

anywhere close to adequately enough to allow them to drill,” Foote said.
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Drilling could begin next year

Matt Sura, an oil and gas attorney who represents local governments and conservation
organizations, said the five-year-old law was a critical step in more effectively regulating the energy
industry and giving local governments a bigger voice in the process. Sura is not involved in the
Lowry Ranch proposal.

“Senate Bill 181 required that there be public hearings on locations (of wells and equipment) and
allowed the public to speak to the decision-makers, rather than those decisions (being) made
administratively,” he said. “That was a huge sea change.”

Where there is still room for improvement, Sura said, is in state regulators addressing the
cumulative impacts of oil and gas development, specifically when it comes to air pollution. The

ECMC will start hearings on rules for that in mid-September.

“I'm hopeful the commission is going to be willing to set limits on oil and gas development and
drilling — and the amount of pollution that can be emitted from the oil and gas industry,” he said.

But those rules won't be in place this week when the ECMC meets to consider the Lowry Ranch
comprehensive area plan.

The Front Range for years has been out of compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards. In 2022, the EPA designated the nine-county northern Front Range region — including
metro Denver — as being in “severe nonattainment,” triggering more federal regulations to clean

the air.

That frustrates Kamin, the Southshore resident who watches wildlife move through the
neighborhood on their way to and from the rolling hills of Lowry Ranch to the east.

“We've been a nonattainment area for years and they want to add more pollution to the area,” she
said. “It makes no sense.”

If Crestone’s plan receives the blessing of the ECMC this week, drilling could begin as early as 2025.

Denver Post reporter Judith Kohler contributed to this story
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5-minute Trick Skyrockets Low Credit
Scores Fast and Permanently

Credit Secrets

Do You Know What Causes Tnbc?
Common Tnbc Signs Will Surprise

You!
TNBC Treatment

1 Simple Trick to Save on Your
Electric Bill (Try Tonight)

GadgetVanguard
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Caitlin Clark Steps Out With Her New

Partner And Stun Fans
Good Hype

Learn the Truth About Hair Loss and
How to Control It Naturally!

The Daily Survivor

Always Squirt Dish Soap in Your Bath
at Night if Alone, Here's Why

Life Hacks Garden

Diabetes is Not from Sweets! Meet
the #1 Enemy of Diabetes

Diabetes Freedom
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Keurig Alert: the Shocking Fact That
Almost Ended Many Users' Loyalty!

Coffee Magazine

Non-surgical Removal of Tummy Fat
in Denver: See the Price List!

Fat Removal

Here is the Real Cost of Full Mouth
Dental Implants in 2024 (See Here)

Dental Implants | Search Ads
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When Neuropathy Hits, Try This (It's
Genius!)

Wellness Gaze Neuro

Find New Favorite Dishes With Our
Wide Selection of Recipes

Coolinarco

Top-rated Oil Change Services for

Seniors in Denver: Find the Best
Oil Change Search Ads

Elephant Has Been Digging For 11
Hours And Pulls This Out

Sunday Digest
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7 Warning Signs of Bipolar Disorder:
Take a Quick Test!

bipolar test

Hepatitis C - Important Signs to

Recognize! (Take a Look Here!)
Hepatitis C

Denver: New Two Bed Senior
Apartments Are Stunning! (Take a
Look)

Senior Living
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Dangerous Signs That You Have
Crohn's Disease (Take a Peek!)

Crohn's Disease

Three Banks in Denver May Now
Offer 12% Interest on Savings - Take
a Peek Now!

Savings Accounts | Search Ads

Do You Know What Crohn's Disease in
Females is Like Take a Look!

Crohn Disease

Ductless Window Air Conditioners
(Click Here for Pricing)

aircondition


https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/Me63ubTdvU8Jyxg-GoEudA4QUA84P6bGgdHPpRFvURD2HsOA2qXdF0og-4pHY2fMZmsLo9snN1R56BX7DUci5HiysTNSSVBz5KVU3lOXd-X0MbonR_extwCsdaW2izeJoCw0IV4Q3Hol0ze3uKEW7pIIhEp6Ftb7RX-jwK5eABteLw9cDFkKJD_tR-riz9bawn9tM9mkNZhxuPWCFv4EfsyqETKfa6v_pQXqI2Ic6lJEmoAVvB5L_ccjQcy-liGaaNAP2tGwMc-qWSa4PpzSFFayvJZb2mq3cDynszJl8yaKvZgTU0qwcngb2SbmADMtKcFsQMbpsO38yR5GGQsYDH9gywEkFS4JCnnNbqYSZPdNdp6Hk8dLc0AXnH489OAQiN2d6vAnVNLxTGNaaa6P6zMxrBVkdkxT-LorudjD1-rEismY3pEystKNoBbE8XRCpokUIcpTKICPP2KOJdKzRoBJaBHk3S5xsQCVB8_lwFK7_wwWetfxqZSXdGJIkq6tCNW_t-tgYzlZXm5Rm2SCq7SrT9_wPE0hJKssBkVy1oK3XZ6RIa0XtVGRd3I3k45pTIGF5BDpuWaSAe6pjFa0GUDvdngUbrhnsvY4TGE?p=GgFDMPSpm7UGOiRiMDhlNWZhYS1iODdmLTQzY2MtOGZlOC1kNWIxMjVlMzVmYzZCJDFmZmVlNjNhLTgwYzEtNGU5MS05OGQwLTNkYzY4NjEyMDczMkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWOWbEWIOZGVudmVycG9zdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARnYAbKO8AGRAjMzMzMzM-s_qgIOMTc0LjI5LjE1My4yMTPqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/84f8Zvaq3LaR8cV73JtiifXvBeGPSN8SEpeyZRqA18WW0v88K8dKZtkKfPDYdo3aXppP_A1Xzh5H7g8ShY5aW5Jg86xXk_bKvAvFEZ1E5dvCRjd9UKDIKatIFu14sL8tv_tAamMKezPbG0jFgN5k1llrqOmUWzom56TiFUJMTJlWDnQty55aUtku2PMAONZyUP_Pr-uDzJj7K55AjZ2vjtuCo8cfcGkKrlNSr3TyocyTNan8oSqpNblDzzEwRwQlZcDl6AnKsQk8zfkSakyd-MCD7f4nxeweXh1xX1VC09FsAMaS4vSbebbxZqkn0yQJaPnOhY9Nfoz9EkO5kb-PVQdtZ1TtiuMr8HPRWq6zsc4jssvbAOG8lInBs4FrEkYX3HOxczqARI3QjhXhidniFWWKBZiLoJ0qQmzoeFCRbfMJDktEvpBkyA_w8XIL3f4KL_hCBuDqlm_NyFECQHzVRinlcjK25mGlDKkhjwThLbIhW1JSugQAEln6W-jvK7CjKBK-FMrvi24FIOmsHmjURB6eQQMS5zxzumLVySSUuDA_Jm22o5jUm-oN-_ZaOCzTLq3x96RH1G4flkLXZtjb41Cn3iyqs66qUtFsWV_taSc5GmrMJ_06LXTYg5lSNb90UJ8eyGeD?p=GgFDMPSpm7UGOiRiMDhlNWZhYS1iODdmLTQzY2MtOGZlOC1kNWIxMjVlMzVmYzZCJDFmZmVlNjNhLTgwYzEtNGU5MS05OGQwLTNkYzY4NjEyMDczMkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWOWbEWIOZGVudmVycG9zdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARrYAbKO8AGRAjMzMzMzM-s_qgIOMTc0LjI5LjE1My4yMTPqAhIKCXRlc3RfbW9kZRIFZmFsc2XqAhcKDnVwc2NhbGVkX2ltYWdlEgVmYWxzZeoCEQoIZ3JheV9pbXASBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/l2cPZw8jZKpCFY2vNA2QM_qMFepZEseR_GgHnaAq-jsDPjSvUFenWvZqsR3k6RMp4-xtdLuiD7H2_n3NiCCVJQWC151oEiV4sq-_EJfDQ8wGuF7sv37mRyghzZds3W42-xLrEH8MQvigCsk2UCQzgf3i9apIeivtS6g7iKrC5p6oiaOUDLLoY5OEndtw9fBDtB3e6iuuF1JwNS9A3CfXHE9DJXBCyBo8qnxufHSI4MTC425HbJbYyot3nXgb2i1n7s2U2_xEjj7mR76dzRkpuR3WC8ZgTza-PqFA5q2qUIJeRVSxmJANcoPn3kb0lKaI5FwqUSrVK6sk2ffAGUsj2CXQ0u1p63vbvrWtXuB6x9FqLAYfnHHiiP5qcqzr8-Qn4y4_TYuk7zB7vY0Zpl33_gQcY4PlQfv_-ATIWbkSvsITwLDDyCXrlqmctO5C44ouajLiIm3kRGmTiQHBCiSq2CBYX2fA8V4KVpsx0gcbx7yXa0_w1m4UcNDjfdMjovAjV-WbLvntfFEcPo2QghJAFMN7MpYGRp760nvPfqISd1IvKNfITU7xX-EyG9G91aVa21_HE7ncoMcIYIt6M2h3_amtj7N3Mzmo-Bd8PQ?p=GgFDMPSpm7UGOiRiMDhlNWZhYS1iODdmLTQzY2MtOGZlOC1kNWIxMjVlMzVmYzZCJDFmZmVlNjNhLTgwYzEtNGU5MS05OGQwLTNkYzY4NjEyMDczMkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWOWbEWIOZGVudmVycG9zdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARvYAbKO8AGRAjMzMzMzM-s_qgIOMTc0LjI5LjE1My4yMTPqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/cv/v3/k7wK-9agVVy6NzDbOAPGb5u4gbLOkzBj9NfwFM6hrCNsUgOil-fKRLu1lKG3v8q7k7ByavtMWwzl7pBHq5awTcq37FCur9P-iA1QoQMgYn_ZcpWHzPoLS6a8J0l1m4Xy9iHYXsfQ7fXr4jnY1Yj3EjYXeN_0eaWhvsLoF9MFToB22zxaJpmz3YIGJy_1RTdhkn2ffQS8fe6FKzIg28JGHgk413VpuSdG27HyG8nnHadZOl-x7OCA0A6RqLZfUmdV6vPahISHv6To1ZIxRDUNYPVapdD3MNGMyAjs9TNBvLyBRQocwL6lzX3aDNg4pMiOSDI-HJdsKcvaXt1QsKOPsVccQAbOzeQncb-6BlxSSiArZwZek31r1aqwYK-_vRIOo5fEEYCvQvKjb0VC6_dOfsRN26tduzt9jPUowgD_pLqFTkSOkIuXv5qRqf112yAWIwSt11YV3DqdwsZU8gJq_vqCLrjndLbDq8LmqmXiLhLyiNujmmi3F2XdOxbTuChaylHv9vbAXJwWNs76maZB0RCV9ibCytoIeMHtq4_SkWY5U0PEbCYzhjQrLJIHz6aqY9zasTB-FQdW4DRXAtleA0mUfpLea96F?p=GgFDMPSpm7UGOiRiMDhlNWZhYS1iODdmLTQzY2MtOGZlOC1kNWIxMjVlMzVmYzZCJDFmZmVlNjNhLTgwYzEtNGU5MS05OGQwLTNkYzY4NjEyMDczMkoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQuM4LWOWbEWIOZGVudmVycG9zdC5jb21qB2Rlc2t0b3CQARzYAbKO8AGRAjMzMzMzM-s_qgIOMTc0LjI5LjE1My4yMTPqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZeoCEgoJdGVzdF9tb2RlEgVmYWxzZeoCFwoOdXBzY2FsZWRfaW1hZ2USBWZhbHNl

30+ Coolest Gifts Nobody Would
Think of

Trending Gifts

What Causes Primary
Immunodeficiency - You Will Be
Shocked!

Search Ads

Urologist: Enlarged Prostate? Do This
Immediately

WellnessGaze Prostate
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Anyone With Blurry Eyesight Should
Watch This (They Hide This From You)

WellnessGaze Vision

These Dirt-cheap Storage Units 10x20
in Denver Are Being Sold Almost for
Nothing

Storage Units

Neuropathy Breakthrough: Experts
Speechless

WellnessGaze Neuro

Lymph Fluid & Excessive Swelling? Do
This Immediately

WellnessGaze Edema
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Mucus in Lungs? Do This if You Feel

Breathlessness
WellnessGaze Lung Health

Crafting Dreams: Building
Custom Homes with G.]J. Gardner
Homes

By G.J. Gardner Homes

G.J. Gardner. =

G.J. Gardner Homes has been providing
exceptional custom homes for decades.
Here’s how they can help you build yours.
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